WALLINGTON Indepen-
dent Grammar School
finds itself faced with two
alternatives this week as
the result of a council
decision—move or close.

' The school—only one
of its tvpe in the Borough
of Sutton—is faced with
these dire alternatives.
because Sutton Council
.want to build an old
.people’s home on their
Stanley Perk-road site.
Only reference to this
matter in the council
minutes is by way of
“numbers 10, 12 and 14
Stanley Park-road, Wal-
lington”. There is no men-
tion of the school by
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name. For that reason the
council’s decision has gone
un-noticed by parents and

Press until now,

Although the council say the
school knows that lhe land is
designated [for local govera-
ment purposes, news of the
porsible closure will come as
a Dbombshell to most parents.
With Sulton Counecil - in  the
throes ni going comprehensive,
‘Waillington Independent iz the
only independenlt  grammar
school in the borough which
ifeaches up 1o GCE A level

standards.
Idcal

Sutien Council argue that the
move is hecessary because old
people's  homes are  badly
needed in the borough., This
week Mr B, W. Trimmer,’
depuly direecidr of planaing,’
said 1hat the Wallinglon In-
dependent sile was “ldeal” for
an old people’s home because
it was near & hezlth ¢linic and
also close to shops. ‘

He said ibat the couwncil had
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already  had informal {atks
with the school about their
plans. The lond had been zoned
for local government purposes
for many ycars s¢ the move
would nol come as a complete
Burprise.

The Social Services depart-
menl =ay ihat the home will
have to be built by 1974 lor it
is to replace St Anne's Flome,
Redhill-—-due to close early thal
year. Work would take about
12 months so presumably the
Wallingten school will have to
vacate their premises early in
1973—~which could mean
closure at {he cnd of next term.,

Coun Keith Martin, chair-
-man ol the Social Services
committes. said on Tuesday

that there wag no question of
the council forcing closure
upon the school

- A shock

“It's an ideal site for an old
people's home,” he said. "As far
as I know the school governors
are willing. to negotiate™

The counail’s proposals have,
however, come as a shock to
those few parents who have

‘tuinbled to. the council minuate.

Two we spoke to said it was

the first they had heuard of

any proposal to move or close
for a home.

Wher. we went to press the
headmasler al Wallington In-
dependent, Mr H. P. Hopkins,
was away on holiday and could

‘not be contacted.




AFTER THE BOMEBSHELL announcement that his
fschool could be faced with closure because of a

pendent Grammar School this week criticised Sutton
Council officials for failing to tell him of their plans.
He is now trying to get a meeting with them.

council decision, the headmaster at Wallington Inde-:

Last week we reported that
{the council wanted e build an
lold  people’s home on the
grammar school site in Stanley
| Park Road, Wallington. Opn Fri-
day headmaster Mr P.

lwas the first he had heard of
the council’s plans—which

Hopking said that our réport b

I'They're coming to us.”

means that the school may have
to close or move within the
next year.

“It puts me in a_ ridiculous
position,” Mr HHopkins said;
“This year looked like being 2
com year. Parents are getting
fed up with the High Schools.
Their children have been alio-
cated to schools they dor't like
and they just won’t have il-
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The schoel s  unigue to,
Suiton in that it is the Dnlyl
independent grammar school in
the borough which teaches up|

to GCE A level standard. Itsi
tfuture is in doubt because of a’
eouncil decision to site an old:
people’s home there. The Sociali
Services department have indi-
cated that work on this will
have to start in 1873.

Mr Hopkins is hoping that[
the council will offer the school;
an alternative site on which to!

build. He is critical of the fact
that the council did not contact

him with news of their pro-
posals particularly as they will

ave to he implementied very
uickly., He says that he was:
t coniacted when the land
as  designated for local
vernment PUTPOSES; and
{act only found out tvio:
ws after the decision wus
en and it was too late 10
ect,
They said that an annoubce-
i appeared in the loeal
i3 and that was all that was
rszary. Persenally 1 should
v thought that as headimas-
I should have been in-
ied of any decisivn  that
ﬂ];e,ﬁect the future eof the
[v1 9 .
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Clbsii“re |
of school ;

Wallington Independent
Grammar School is 1o close on
July 13-10 make way for the;
old people’s home that Sutton
Council want to build on their
Stanley Park-road sile, !

In a lelter (o parents, heag»
master Mr H. P. Hopkins said

it was with “great reluctamce”
:that he had to announce clos;,
jure, There was bno logical 2
‘ternative but te comply wl.

l'the council’'s wishes, A
| There are about 120 ; &
at the school. Q;;\
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Head |
tells
' why
school
will
close =

by TIM WATKINS

THE districUs only inde-:
pendent grammar school

-

for bovs is ta close n
fuly. The shock news
was confirmed this week
by the headmaster.
Parents are now 1;1(:;'-.‘1 with
the diflicwit task of finding !
alternative places for 1he
120 bovs at the school -
Wiullington [ndependent, |
in Stanley Park Road,
[he heodmaster. Mr B PS
Hoptins  emouatically
derren eeports that he is

1o Dol the closure.

The sohe ] site was duesig-
cated for Jocal govern-
Mt parposes soot after
the war, Mow the boroogh
vouncil heve  anpoune
they neod it far o id
peoric’s home.

s Fopkins,  afler s
cussions with the coanct,
fus opreed  too sell them
e schood

fn o letter to parents MY
vy U had no lewical al-
teraative than to Tace up

o the  caldies  of  the
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chogs chorele o waii greal”
celuctonee hat [ am |
{orcod T¥ Crase s
cedeationsl  activities  as !
ERPTS A KRN '
A Hoohias, who fouaded
the schopol M6 venrs azon
awns the vecholdl of vhe!
side. Fhe hos esoead onoany
i diselosed price with the
connel, : !
e oiold aner It came oy
something ol o srorse o
heae  that the  connal,
wanted  the sehoonl site
Bar 1 hasve Loown il
ity wis el to happen |
fee ovoavs ik | v tnl
e tact-. !
b have absolute’y oo infen-
: fron of fieghtiag, szainst rhe
closure of the school -
ot reports that 1owouohkd®
fahl have cansod o consid-
prable worry fod o conoern
TGooparenis, ;
1he  scven  masters at the
. whool wi'h hieve Lo IRATH
; new Jubs. Bul My Hopking
| witl retiee, i
Vorow wltend  Walitneton In-
dependent  lront @ wiae
srem,anciuding o Sutton
Crnadon, Murton i
Salls O Sureey '
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